Bless

During the prayer, usually after we have sung the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy),
the priest will extend their hands over the bread and wine and ask God to
bless them so that they will be for us the body and blood of Jesus. This will
be followed by a reminder of the words Jesus used at the Last Supper.

Break

After we have the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God, one of the titles of Jesus,
associated with his sacrifice) the priest will break the bread. Again, this
follows what Jesus did at the Last Supper and reminds us that Jesus’ body
was broken on the cross.

Give

Jesus’ final action was to give his disciples the bread and the wine, and so we
are invited to come and receive the bread and wine ourselves. Although we
come up as individuals we do so together with those around us as one body.

This service falls within the alternatives permitted in Common
Worship, Holy Communion, Order One. Common Worship:
Services and Prayers for the Church of England
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WELCOME to this Eucharist. This service is also known as Holy
Communion, The Mass, or the Lord’s Supper. However you know it, you are
very welcome here at Berwick Parish Church of Holy Trinity and St Mary’s. If
you’ve never been to a service like this before we’re all very friendly so do ask
one of our welcomers if you get a bit lost. There is some further explanation
at the back of this order.

We celebrate this Eucharist in the season of Eastertide. For fifty days after
Easter, we celebrate and learn how to live into the reality of resurrection life.
The colour of the season (for robes and altar coverings) is white, and we
remind ourselves weekly of our baptism, a sign of the new life Jesus gives us
through his resurrection. We also say Alleluia, a lot!

We are a church that welcomes everyone and wants everyone to feel
comfortable. There are times when we are invited to stand or kneel, but we
recognise that can be uncomfortable for some so please don’t feel you have
to.

If you receive communion anywhere else, you are more than welcome to
receive it here. If you need a gluten free wafer, please let us know at the
altar. If you don’t receive communion or aren’t sure, bring this order of
service with you and we’ll pray God’s blessing on you. If you need
communion brought to you, please let one of the welcomers know.

Hymns are found in the hymn book you’ve been given, and the numbers are
on the hymn boards and on the pew sheet you’ve been given. We normally
omit any starred verses.

We don’t take a collection during the service but on your way out there is a
basket on your left and a card donation machine on your right. If you pay
tax, the yellow envelopes enable us to claim Gift Aid, and we don’t use your
details for anything else.

But above all, enjoy this space, enjoy the music, enjoy the words. What we
do today is allow ourselves to encounter the living God, to share the love
and grace we have in Jesus Christ. So, welcome!

indicate that we are about to do something in the presence of God.
Occasionally we will use incense to ‘cense’ the altar, which refers back to a
story in the Bible where the prophet Isaiah saw a vision of God on the throne
with angels and incense. So, the altar reminds us of God’s presence as our
focus. But it is also the table that we are all welcome to gather around to
share a common meal. When we receive communion, we are generally
invited up to that space to share together in sacred space.

Part of marking out this space as different is what the ministers are wearing.
These are called vestments, and much like you might dress up to go to a
party or celebration, they are worn to emphasise that this is no ordinary
meal.

Shape

The whole service has a shape: we gather, we prepare ourselves, we hear
God’s word, we give thanks to God and receive communion and then we are
sent out to live out what we have received. The Eucharist itself has a shape
that remembers what Jesus did at the Last Supper, not as an historical re-
enactment but as a way to structure what we are about to do.

Take

Jesus took the bread and the wine on the night before he died and so the
president will do the same. You may notice that when we are singing the
hymn the priest will take the paten (plate) with the bread on and slightly
raise it and do the same with the chalice (cup) with the wine in. This is to
signify that we take normal bread and wine to offer to God.



Some explanation ...

Eating together is an important part of both Christian and Jewish tradition.
The service we celebrate today stands in that long tradition and is the central
focus of our life together as a parish, alongside the rhythm of corporate daily
prayer. What we call the Eucharist (which literally means thanksgiving) is
also known as Holy Communion, The Mass or The Lord’s Supper. Whatever
it may be called we continue to give thanks in this manner following the
instructions of Jesus at the Last Supper, which itself was a celebration of the
Jewish Passover meal, the night when God liberated the enslaved Jewish
people from Egypt. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, we believe that God has
set us free from the slavery of sin and death, and so we give thanks and
remind ourselves of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ and what that
means for us today in Twenty First Century Berwick.

Sacrament

We believe that what we do today is not only in obedience to what Jesus
commanded us to do, but also has a real impact on our lives. A sacrament
is an outward act which signifies an inward act of the grace of God. So, in
eating the bread and drinking the wine we believe that not only do we
remember what God has done for us, but that God pours grace into our lives
again as we take part.

Space

The space that we celebrate the Eucharist in is important. You will notice
that the focus of the service is the altar, the large table with the candles on
at the east end of the church. Because the sun rises in the east, and
Jerusalem is in the East, Christians have for centuries faced east to recognise
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The altar symbolises two things. Firstly, its position in what is called the
Sanctuary reminds us that this is sacred space. The candles are lit to
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The Holy Eucharist
The Gathering

A bell is rung, we stand and we all sing the first hymn as the choir process
to the choir stalls and the ministers to the font, the congregation turn to face
the font

The president may say

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

All Amen.

The Greeting

The president greets the people, who remain standing
The Lord be with you

All and also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Prayers of Penitence

The deacon invites us to call to mind the things we need to bring before God
in repentance

Silence is kept

The president prays over a vessel of water
God our father, your gift of water brings life and
freshness to the earth; in baptism it is a sign of the
washing away of our sin and the gift of life eternal.
Sanctify this water, we pray.



Renew the living spring of your life within us,
that we may be free from sin
and filled with your saving health;
through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

The president may sprinkle the people with water from the font and then
says

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you from your sins,

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

We sing or say the Gloria in Excelsis (Glory in the Highest). In using this
hymn, we join with Christians around the world and throughout time in

response to the grace of God’s forgiveness. As a hymn of praise, it includes a

lot of what we believe about God as Trinity, one God in three persons, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The Gloria may be said or sung — if said, omit the refrain in italics

Glory to God,
Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.

Glory to God in the highest,

And peace to his people on earth,
Lord God, heavenly King,

Almighty God and Father,

We worship you, we give you thanks,
We praise you for your glory.

Prayer after Communion

The president says a Post Communion prayer, and following this, we all
pray
All Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood

of your Son Jesus Christ.

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies

to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

We stand to sing our final hymn and remain standing
The Dismissal
The president prays God’s blessing on us as we prepare to go out and live
our faith to which we all respond
All Amen.
The deacon says
Go in the peace of Christ. Allelulia, allelulia!
All Thanks be to God. Allelulia, allelulia!

We remain standing as the choir and ministers process out.

After the service there are refreshments in the parish centre to which all are
warmly invited. If you are visiting or new please do come and say hello.



We say or sing the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God). This again is an ancient hymn
which starts “Lamb of God”. In John’s Gospel, John the Baptist proclaims
about Jesus, “behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world,
Grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The president says these or other suitable words of invitation

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Alleluia! Let us keep the feast.

The president and people receive communion

If you receive communion anywhere else, you are more than welcome to
receive it here. If you need a gluten free wafer, please let us know at the
altar. If you don’t receive communion or aren’t sure, bring this order of
service with you and we’ll pray God’s blessing on you. If you need
communion brought to you, please let one of the welcomers know.

During the distribution anthems and a hymn may be sung

12

Glory to God,
Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.

Glory to God,

Glory to God,

Glory to God in the Highest.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God,
Glory to God,
Glory to God in the Highest.

The Collect

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us
pray’ or a more specific bidding

The Collect of the day (a prayer to gather all our individual prayers) follows
and all respond

All Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word
Readings

Generally, two readings from Scripture precede the Gospel reading.
At the end of each the reader says
For the word of the Lord

All thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

We stand as the Gospel book is processed from the altar to be proclaimed
among the people we sing our praise to God for the good news as we turn to
face the Gospel Book.

Choir  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
The choir sing a sentence from Scripture and we respond together
All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Gospel Reading
When the gospel is announced, all say
Glory to you, O Lord.
At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord
All Praise to you, O Christ.
We are invited to sit for the sermon

6

The Lord’s Prayer

We sit or kneel as the president introduces the Lord’s Prayer and then join in
the Lord’s Prayer in whichever language we prefer

Through baptism into Christ Jesus we have become the children of
God and so in confidence we pray

All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory,
are yours
now for ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread and says

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many we are one body because we all
share in one bread.



The president prays the Eucharistic Prayer for the season, praising God for
God’s mighty acts and indicating whether all will sing, or the choir lead, the
Sanctus and Benedictus in this or another form Sermon

Holy, holy, holy Lord, After the sermon silence is kept for reflection
God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. The president invites us to stand to proclaim our faith, the faith of the

Hosanna in the highest. Church
. . The Creed
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. The Creed (from Credo, Latin for “I believe”) offers us the opportunity to respond to
the proclamation of the word with a shared affirmation of faith. Because we focus
Remain standing as the president prays the remainder of the Eucharistic on baptism in the Easter season we use the Apostles’ Creed, often used in baptisms.

Prayer recalling the Last Supper ) ) )
All | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen

The deacon may say
Praise to you, Lord Jesus

All Dying you destroyed our death,
Rising you restored our life:
Lord Jesus, come in glory.

The president concludes the Eucharistic prayer with a doxology (a liturgical

expression of praise to God) to which all respond
All Amen.

A time of silence is kept



Prayers of Intercession

We kneel or sit for the intercessions which are led by a member of the
congregation.

In these prayers we bring before God our concerns for the Church, the world and its
people. We always remember the sick, the departed and the bereaved. In moments
of silence we have an opportunity to name our own concerns as we pray as one body.
The intercessor may say

Lord, in your mercy

All hear our prayer.
or Lord, hear us.
All Lord, graciously hear us.

and may conclude

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

We stand for the Peace, a chance to put things right with anyone who has
offended us, but also a chance to briefly greet those around us. which is
introduced with a suitable sentence and concludes

The peace of the risen Lord be always with you. Alleluia!
All and also with you.

The deacon says
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace, after which a hymn is sung

We remain standing, if it is comfortable and you are able, until the Lord’s

Prayer

Preparation of the Table

All

All

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.

It will become for us the bread of life.

Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.

It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

We remain standing

The Eucharistic Prayer

The president says or sings

All

All

All

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise.



